Unilateral rotational path removable partial dentures for tilted mandibular molars: design and clinical applications.
This article describes the design of a unilateral rotational path removable partial denture to restore a single edentulous space with a tilted mandibular molar. It is modified from an original bilateral rotational path design and consists of several components, which are (1) the rotation axis, (2) the long occlusal rest, (3) the short bracing arms, (4) the rigid retainer and extended proximal plates, (5) the conventional direct retainer assembly, and (6) optional auxiliary rest. The stability and retention of the denture are controlled anteriorly by the buccal retentive clasp and lingual guide plate of the conventional direct retainer, and posteriorly by the rigid retainer and its buccally and lingually extended proximal plates. The clinical results of the dentures used in strictly selected situations are excellent; however, it is emphasized that a unilateral denture is only an alternative rather than a routine application. The risk of accidental aspiration is also of concern.